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Members of the GFWC Woman’s Club of Hamlin 
have already raised enough money to do one Operation 
Smile surgery and are continuing to collect change to get 
funds to provide a second surgery.  They are also making Smile Bags and 
bringing items to fi ll them.  Way to go girls!!!
The GFWC Woman’s Club of Montgomery is planning for their 
annual Yard Sale on June 4th at West Virginia Tech Alumnae House. Items 
needed purses, accessories, jewelry, hats, shoes and pretty sweaters.  Sale of 
the jewelry will be earmarked for President’s Special Project. All members 
are asked to participate. 
GFWC Woman’s Club of Bridgeport is sponsoring two young ladies 
to 2017 Rhododendron Girls’ State.  Both the girls are juniors at Bridgeport 
High School and are granddaughters of members of the Bridgeport club.
The GFWC Oceana Woman’s Club is working to support Westside 
High School theater group.  Members had fundraiser of barbeque dinners, 
candy and cake. They had Tim Kennedy, director of the theater group, and 
several cast members present at their meeting, who performed a skit for 
club members.
GFWC WV Bethany Woman’s Club members made Easter favors 
for the nursing homes and brought items for Wellspring and Gabriel projects.
O n  T h e  C o v e r :   G F W C 
International President Sheila 
Shea with GFWC West Virginia 
President Sharon Sheridan and GFWC 
West Virginia Director of Junior Clubs 
Sarah Jarrett, awaiting the Processional for 
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    GFWC West Virginia President’s Message
Happy Spring!  
Congratulations to all of 
the clubs who won awards 
at the 111th GFWC West 
Virginia Convention in 
March. All of our clubs do 
good work – all year—
every year but it is nice to be 
recognized for outstanding 
work throughout our 
communities.  Kudos to 
ALL of the GFWC West Virginia clubs for their work 
in 2016! Hopefully, some of our statewide work 
will be award winning at the 127th International 
Convention in Palm Desert, California in June. 
Now—on to enhancing the lives of others in 2017!
The Juniors have challenged the General 
membership to raise $2,000 by the end of June for 
the March of Dimes, which is a GFWC partnership of 
Advocates for Children. Many of us remember going 
house to house in February or March during the 
1970’s and 1980’s, collecting money for the Mothers’ 
March for babies.  Now it is done online.  If you wish 
to donate, either send me your check, or go online 
to:  
h t t p s : / / w w w . m a r c h f o r b a b i e s . o r g /
GFWCWestVirginiaGenerals and make your 
donation online (please make checks to me as I will 
be using my credit card).  The “gauntlet” was laid 
down and if WE raise $2,000.00 I have promised to 
dye my hair PURPLE for Summer Conference.  If the 
Juniors raise $2,000.00 Rebecca Roll, Advocates for 
Children Chairman will dye her hair purple.
August brings Summer Conference which will be 
held at the Charleston Marriott August 4th and 5th. 
This second year conference is only one night.  There 
will be a workshop late Friday afternoon, Friday 
dinner, Workshops all Saturday morning and we 
will end after lunch on Saturday afternoon.  We will 
have a quarter auction on Friday night after dinner 
with lots of GREAT prizes so bring your quarters. 
Cynthia Kirkhart, Executive Director of the Facing 
Hunger Foodbank will be our luncheon speaker.
We are having a mini-LEADS (Leadership, Education 
and Development Seminar) workshop all Saturday 
morning.  Dr. Rosemary Thomas, past GFWC West 
Virginia Junior Director will be leading this along 
with former GFWC West Virginia LEADS graduates. 
We are trying to meet your wishes and will have 
two Reporting workshops.  One will be on Report 
Writing and the second one I am calling “The Good, 
the Bad, and the Ugly” of Report Writing.  This will 
cover all the negative things that were done on the 
2016 reports plus some of the winning projects of 
2016.  And, we are going to have a Club Finance 
workshop which will touch on getting your 501c3.
More Information is contained in this magazine.
I will be representing you in June at the GFWC 
International Convention in Desert Palms, California. 
Others from West Virginia will be attending also. 
Hopefully, at Summer Conference we will have lots 
of exciting information for everyone.
GFWC WV Director of Jr. Clubs’ Message
Greetings GFWC WV Clubwomen!
It was great to see you all at the 111th GFWC 
WV State Convention.  The feedback from the 
Junior/General Luncheon and the Junior Session has 
been wonderful.  It is exciting to see our members 
embrace the return of the luncheon.  If you ask me, 
it just keeps getting better every year.  I would love 
to see it grow to where we would have to be in a 
bigger space. 
With summer right around the corner, I know 
that many of you will be busy soaking up the sun, 
taking family trips, and spending time improving your 
communities.  So here are just a few reminders of 
projects and events underway. The GFWC WV 
Juniors has challenged the GFWC WV Generals 
to see which team can raise the most money for 
the March for Babies by the GFWC WV Summer 
Conference.  The stakes are pretty high.  Will 
President Sharon Sheridan or Advocates for Children 
Chairman Rebecca Roll have to dye their hair purple? 
Or will I have to wear blue and gold to summer 
conference? Come to Summer Conference to fi nd 
out.  No matter which team wins let’s remember the 
reason for the competition is to provide support for 
the babies and their families. 
The Charleston March for Babies was held in April 
29, 2017 at the West Virginia State Capitol Complex. 
I hope you were able to join us as we marched 
proudly behind the banner made by the children from 
Leon Elementary and wore our “GFWC WV Junior 
March for Babies” t-shirts designed by the students 
at the Mason County Career Center. Special thanks 
to Rebecca Roll for her help arranging the banner 
and t-shirts. 
The GFWC International 
Convention will be held 
in Palm Springs, California 
June 23-26.  If you are able 
to attend, I would highly 
encourage you to do so.  I 
learned so much about 
GFWC and its history at my 
fi rst international convention. 
Also, the clubwomen from all 
over are truly fantastic and 
ready to happily share ideas 
or advise with you for what projects have worked 
for them and what did not. 
Summer Conference will be held at the Charleston 
Marriott on August 4-5, 2017.  There will be 
informative workshops, a LEADS seminar and most 
importantly fun with your federation friends and 
sisters. If you are a Junior or Juniorette interested 
in attending the LEADS seminar please let myself or 
Sharon Sheridan know. 
Lastly, I would love to come and visit with you 
all this year and see the creative projects you are 
working on for the Junior/General Combined State 
Project, “Feed our Future” or if you are interested in 
starting a Junior or Juniorette Club or Department. I 
am here to help you in any way I can. 
I leave you with a quote from one of my favorite 
Dr. Seuss stories.  “Unless someone like you cares 
a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s 
not.”  – The Lorax
Have a fabulous summer!  See you in August!
Sarah Jane




Point Pleasant, WV 25550
304-675-3400
GFWC Shady Spring 
District Woman’s Club
Observing 56th year of 
community service!
Library - Schools
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GFWC Membership: It’s the Real Deal
Cathy Jo Bryant,| GFWC WV Second Vice President
Gr
ow





Does your GFWC House 
(club) have “curb appeal”?  
Do you need some sprucing 
up to make the membership 
sale?
Recruiting New 
Members – develop a 
sound plan and then execute it!
o Invite neighbors, friends, co-workers, and family to 
share in the GFWC experience.  
o Develop a fun theme to interest a wide community 
audience.
o Determine the location if it isn’t at a regular meeting 
and be sure to have an “All In” commitment from 
your club.
o Publicize in the newspaper and community calendar, 
club website, and Facebook .
o Have pictures or short video clips related to club 
activities, emphasizing their impact on the community. 
o Initiate icebreakers where members share a brief 
comment about club projects, focusing on making 
newcomers feel welcome.
o Follow up with each new person attending club 
meetings and events, whether by telephone, email, or 
personal visit.
Welcoming Potential Members To Your Club 
o Before meetings, offer rides so they do not have to 
worry about fi nding the location or entering alone
o Designate a member or team to greet attendees at 
the door. 
o Consider designing a seating arrangement to 
encourage members to sit with guests so they 
immediately feel included.
o Help new members feel an immediate connection. 
Invite them to sit with you at meetings and participate 
in club projects and activities. 
Retaining Members
o Keep our members continually learning more and 
more about GFWC.  Teach them all about GFWC 
and don’t take it for granted that they already KNOW! 
o Engage our clubwomen immediately.
o Equip them with leadership understanding and skills 
needed to be a productive asset to the club.  
o Provide opportunities for members to help 
lead, supporting them along the way. 
o Keep members informed!
o Keep club projects fresh, relevant, and interesting to 
the entire membership by mixing in some fun. 
o Encourage attendance at district, state, region, 
and national GFWC events.    Inform our members 
of the remarkable GFWC materials and resources. 
Get them started with the GFWC Clubwoman 
Magazine, News & Notes, the GFWC Club Manual, 
our website and Facebook.  
o Celebrate and Recognize club accomplishments. 
o Focus on establishing personal relationships with 
those with whom we serve!  
MOVING?
If you are planning to move soon, you won’t want 
to miss an issue of your “WV Clubwoman.” Fill out 
the following change of address form and send it 
to: Mrs. Michele Clark, 332 Valley Brook Ln., West 
Columbia, WV 25287. Your “Clubwoman” will 
follow you wherever you go!




News from the Clubs
The Mutual Improvement Club of 
Ronceverte congratulates our member, 
Jennifer Dent, as fi rst female judge in 
the Eleventh Judicial Circut.




fondly remembers our members
we have lost in 2016
Your contributions to our club and our
community will live forever in our hearts.
Iris Gooslin Rose Tackett Mae Stallard Youla Spano
We honor
all club members 
who have given numerous years
of service
to their communities




Woman’s Club of Montgomery




was privileged and 
honored to attend 
the Greenbrier 
West High School 
Awards Night 
May 18, 2017 







and the GFWCWV Rupert Woman's Club Zola 
Poling $1,000.00 Scholarship to Sierra Mutter (l). 
Gabbi will be attending Concord University seeking 
a degree in Exercise Therapy. Sierra will also attend 
Concord University seeking a degree in Business 
Administration.
The GFWC of Romney presented the Children's 
Home Society of WV. with a multitude of games 
that were collected at the annual Women's Club 
Convention at the Greenbrier Hotel in White 
Sulphur Springs.
L-R Donna Wilkinson, Secretary of CHS of WV., 
Wanda Rogers, Co-President of the GFWC of Romney, 
and Sally Johnson, Site Manager of CHS of WV.
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Convention Highlights Convention HighlightsGFWC WV
Girl Scout Troop 37400 of White Sulphur Springs 
presented the Colors during the opening of GFWC 
West Virginia 111th Convention.  The National 
Anthem was sung by the Renick Stickers 4-H Club.
GFWC West Virginia President Sharon Sheridan and GFWC 
WV Director of Junior Clubs drop the gavel to close the 111th 
annual convention.
Rebecca Roll of the 
GFWC Junior Woman’s 
Club of Point Pleasant 
was named Junior of 
the Year.
Rebecca Roll, GFWC WV Advocates for Children 
Chairman and Cindy Jenkins, GFWC WV Bylaws 
Committee, display the March for Babies, banner 
made by Leon Elementary students, during the Junior-
General Luncheon on Saturday.
District Presidents gave a special report Our 
Own Country Roads. Pictured from left – Lexie 
Hanket (Northern), Thelma McMillion (Southern), 
Debbie Roberts (Southwestern) and Sheila Jackson 
(Western).
Debra Dalton, president of Peterstown Woman’s Club receives 
the top advertising sales certificate and check from Clubwoman 
Advertising Manager Michele Clark. Also pictured are GFWC 
WV Director of Junior Clubs Sarah Jarrett, GFWC International 
President Sheila Shea and GFWC WV President Sharon Sheridan.
GFWC WV Director of Junior 
Clubs Sarah Jarrett joined former 
directors for picture. Front, 
Jarrett; second row – Michelle 
Duez 2010-2012; Cindy Jenkins 
2004-2006; Tressa Wolfe 1988-
1990; Mary Jo Thomas 1984-
1986; Third row Cathy Jo Bryant 
2008-2010; Natalie Hinkle 2002-
2004; Alexis Behrens 2006-2008; 
and Georgianna Tillis 1992-1994.
Mary Beth Elmore of GFWC Woman’s Club 
of Huntington was presented with Lifetime 
Membership by GFWC International 
President Sheila Shea, GFWC WV President 
Sharon Sheridan, Elmore, GFWC WV Director 
of Junior Clubs Sarah Jarrett and GFWC WV 
Second Vice President Cathy Jo Bryant.
GFWC WV Southern District 
President Thelma McMillion 
was surprised with a Lifetime 
Membership by Jimmy Spencer 
and Clyde Lyons.
GFWC Southeastern Region 
President and past GFWC WV 
Director of Junior Clubs and 
GFWC WV President Mary Jo 
Thomas receives her 50-Year Pin 
from GFWC WV President Sharon 
Sheridan as GFWC WV Director 
of Junior Clubs Sarah Jarrett looks 
on.
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News from the Clubs
To All Clubwomen in
West Virginia,
“Thank You”








GFWC Clay County 
Woman’s Club
Celebrating our 
Thanks all clubs and members for 
their contributions in the past year. 
Made both to the club, and to Lue 
Chandler, who lost everything in the 





President - Linda Conte
President-elect - Donna Bobbs
New Members
Doctor Jill E. Shumate
Amy Rebecca Stover
The Bridgeport City Recorder, acting in the absence 
of the Mayor, read and presented a proclamation 
recognizing Federation Day and Monday's Council 
meeting (April 24th).   
In the photo are (l - r) Shirley Hadorn, Co-Presidents Brenda 
Swiger and Barbara Wilburn, Terri Bracken, Ruth Allen, all 
members of the GFWC Woman's Club of Bridgeport and 
GFWC Bridgeport Junior Woman's Club President Anna 
Matheny and Bridgport city recorder Hank Murray.
GFWC of Romney Hosts 
Substance Abuse Town Hall
In 2016 a Public Issues Department was recreated 
within the GFWC of Romney to work on the drug 
issues affecting their community. It was suggested they 
have a community meeting that brought together 
groups and individuals in a position to help the 
community address the problems; the stakeholders.
On March 29, 2017, the Public Issues Department 
of the club held a Town Hall meeting to help the 
community understand the epidemic of substance 
abuse in Hampshire County.  There were 125 people 
in attendance at Romney Presbyterian Church.  Six 
local professional panelists gave short presentations 
on these topics: the legal challenges law enforcement 
faces when tackling the problem, the uncontrollable 
chemical imbalance that occurs in addicted 
individuals, the scarcity of detox facilities in the area, 
the networking of resources through the helpline 
(1-844-HELP4WV) and the recovery efforts through 
various organizations.  Time was given for questions 
from the audience.  Before and after the meeting, 
various organizations displayed literature showcasing 
their part in this system.  
The attendance/contact sheet is now being used to 
bring together those who feel led to more action. The 
club is partnering with the local health department to 
maximize effort to add to the services the community 
can provide.
Page 12 West Virginia Clubwoman Summer 2017 Page 13 West Virginia Clubwoman Summer 2017
News from the Clubs
GFWC WV Bethany 
Woman's Club
Honors Ruth Tye on the 
Occasion of her 
98th Birthday
Pictured are Charlotte Chambers, Ruth Tye and Helen Moren
GFWCWV Rupert Woman's Club released 
blue balloons at their April meeting to celebrate 
GFWC Federation Day, and to raise awareness for 
Child Abuse Prevention Month as well as Autism 
Awareness! (L-r) Verna Bowes, Julia Thompson, Club 
President;Thelma McMillion, GFWCWV Southern 
District President; Judith Coughlin, Vicky Neal, Sandi 
Davison, Sue Nickell, Gracie Hall, Betty Tharp, Gail 
Ratliff, and Kathy Cox participated with Karen 
Pastuszak taking photos!
Mayor James Nichols attended the April meeting 
of the GFWCWV Rupert Woman's Club to sign 
Proclamations prepared by Julia Thompson, Club 
President proclaiming April 24th as Federation Day 
in Rupert; and the month of April as Child Abuse 
Prevention Awareness Month in Rupert! The Mayor 
also signed a proclamation proclaiming April as 
National Autism Awareness Month in Rupert! Copies 
of the Proclamations were posted on the Town of 
Rupert website!
Members of GFWC Pea Ridge Woman's 
Club with Barboursville Mayor Chris 
Tatum during the Deer Project completion 
celebration. The project was an art initiative 
of the Village of Barboursville.
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Summer Conference
GFWC-WV 
Woman’s Club of Cross Lanes
 Extends love & appreciation to
BETTY  SHILTZ
Member since 1976
& CLUB  TREASURER
1984--2017
 
WV PROUD! SUMMER CONFERENCE  
AUGUST 4-5, 2017 
CHARLESTON MARRIOTT TOWN CENTER 
 
GFWC WV State President Sharon Sheridan invites all club women and guests to attend the 44th Annual 
GFWC WV Summer Conference at Charleston Marriott hosted by Western District.  Make room reservations 
by calling Marriott at 1-800-266-9432.   See information on the opposite page.   Deadline for all room 
reservations is July 1, 2017.    
  
2017 Summer Conference Registration Form 
 
Name __________________________________________ (   ) General (  ) Junior (  ) Juniorette (  ) Guest 
Address _____________________________________City __________________________ Zip_____ 
Club ____________________________________________________District ____________________ 
Phone_________________________________  Email________________________________________ 
Emergency Contact number___________________________ 
 
If you hold a position, please state:      
 GFWC _____________________________    
 GFWC WV __________________________        
 District President_____________________ 
 Club President  
 Guest 





Send to: Tressa Wolfe, 616 Rivendell Drive, Bridgeport, WV  26330 
 
GFWC WV REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JULY 1, 2017  (No refunds after this date.) See late note above* 
 
Registration Desk will be open Friday from 1 – 5:30 PM and Saturday 8 – 10 am. 
************************************************************************************************ 
Generals, Juniors, and Juniorettes please pre-register for the workshops below.  Please indicate 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
choice for workshops in each hour slot.    
 
Late Registration does not guarantee availability of meal functions.  Please register by deadline to avoid 
problems. 
Friday REGISTER FOR WORKSHOPS – see additional information on adjacent page 




9:00 Arts and Crafts & 
Pennies for Arts 
How to Write a Report Club Finances Mini LEADS  
The LEADS attendees 
must be registered with 
State President for all 





10:00 HOBY   Legislative/Public Policy Motivating Your 
Club Members 
11:00 The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly 
of Club Reports 
2016 
GFWC WV Officers and 
Board ONLY 
Children 
At Risk  
If vegetarian meals are needed, 
please check here: _____ 
_____ Registration Fee $15 
_____      Late Registration*  $20  
_____ Friday Night Dinner $55 
 And Auction (includes one Auction paddle) 
 Dinner begins at 6:30 pm  
Circle: Chicken or Pork Chop 
_____ Saturday Luncheon $25 
_____ Total Due 
 
 Make checks payable: GFWC WV 
Things to Know as You Register!
• LEADS— This is a Mini–LEADS Workshop.  A special three hour 
session for members interested in leadership.  Members have been 
selected at the District level to participate.
• Workshops begin at 3:30 on Friday.  Sign up for workshops when you register.  Give 
1st, 2nd and 3rd choices.  REGISTER EARLY!
• Photography: Get some tips from the Professional.
• Conservation: Bees, Butterflies & Flowers — Pollinators!  Arts: Why it is important to 
support the arts.
• Club Finances: What records should you keep?  What about that 501c3?  Do we need 
a receipt?  All that stuff!
• HOBY:  Come hear some amazing teens tell about their experiences and why you should 
be involved!
• Legislative: How can you become involved in this process without going to Charleston.
• The Good/the Bad & the Ugly: Come hear about the reports that won.  Why they won! 
What did they do right?  What could you do better?
• Arts/Crafts & “Pennies”:  Get the latest updates.  You want to be prepared for 2017 
awards!
• ...Write a Report: Hear from some veterans members on what works and how you can 
do it too!
• Motivating Members:  Get some great 
ideas on keeping your members engaged 
and gaining new ones.
• Children At Risk: St. Jude’s and other 
projects discussed while you enjoy a 
friendly game of bingo.  This is NOT just 
a “Junior” issue!
• Dinner & WV Proud Auction:  Join us 
for a great time on Friday night.  $55 with 
dinner at 6:30 pm.   Watch the upcoming 
newsletters for more information.  We 
have three designer purses valued over 
$300 each!  Come for this FUN event 
and bring a friend even if you can’t stay 
for Saturday!
If you have any questions,  
please contact  
ssherida@suddenlink.net, 
gtillis@suddenlink.net, or 
tressa.m.wolfe@gmail.com.   






























June 16, 1917 – Jan. 24, 2017
GFWC Harrisville 
Woman’s Club
Carpenter & Ford  
Funeral Home
209 Merchant Street
Fairmont, West Virginia 26554
(304) 366-4671
Director
George M. Gribben, LIC
Since 1914, Four Generations of Funeral Professionals
